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Another Extrail ofa Letter written from Midleton in War- 
wicklhire/o the Publifher July ic*k« by Francis Willugh- 
by Efjuire 5 about 'the Hatching of a kind of Bee, lodged in 
Old Willows. 


T 'He Cartrages that I got at^- ^ „ 

a .* i ° T ir & l * See two letters eon- 

Jtrop near a Twelfmonthago, ceming this martrr, in 

do npw almo'ft every day afford me Xvmt. 65. of thele Tranf- 

a Bee j and I can hear them gnawing 

out their way before I fee them: So chat there is nothing ir¬ 
regular in the way of breeding of thefe Bees * But the con- 
trivancejof God and Nature in it is very admirable. Having 
ftiut their youg ones in thofe Cels with fufficient provifion, 
they all, as well the uppertnoftas lowermoft, before Win¬ 
ter come to their full growth, or are turn'd into Nymphds; 
in which condition they are defigned to lye all Winter, as 
themoft of Infects do. The next Summer thofe muft 
neceffarily be firft excited out of their torpor, and chan¬ 
ged intojflyers by the external heat and ayr, that lye next 
it. If any be laid fo late, that they have not time enough 
to come to the (fate of Nymjiha’s before Winter, they will 
moft certainly dye $ and then it is no lofs nor inconveni¬ 
ence, though their Cells be perforated. 

The Scn/op.ndra , fpoken of by the German Philofophers 
iuiSuirnb, < 8.^.2082. §.$1. of the rranfacliom 3 is that which 
is ortr Bruehus , defcribed by Mufftt , in the latter part of 
his Chapter dejuhs, p . 202. I faw it in the Cloifters of 
Trinity Collecig.- in Cambridge , 12 or 13 years ago. It fhali 
go hard, but I will fend you lome (hortiy. I am, 0V. 


A further Accompt of the Stellar Fifli , formerly defcribed in 
Numb. 57. p. 1153s with the Addition of fume other Cur 
nofities. 


T His Accompt was communicated by the fame Gen¬ 
tleman, that imparted the former, in a Letter writ- 
tenfrom Bo/loni n New England Oft, 26,1670. as followeth 3. 

Since- 
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—— Since my former, I found out the Fiflier man, who 
brought that stellar Fijh from Sea. I asked ail thequefti* 
ous 1 could think needful concerning it. lundeiftood 
from him, that he never law nor heard of any but thofe 
few, that were taken by himlelf, which were not above 
fix or feven in all, and thofe at leveral times, not far from 
the Shoals of Nantucket (which is an Ifland upon the Coaft 
of New England^') when he wasfiihing for Cod, and fuch 
like Marchantable fiili. This Stellar Fifh , when it was a* 
live, and firft pull’d out of the water, was like a basket, 
and had gathered it felf round like a Wicker-basket, ha* 
ving taken fall hold upon that bait on the hook, which 
he had funk down to the bottom to catch other Filh, and 
having held that within the furrounding brachia , would 
not let it go,though drawn up into the VelTel; until by ly¬ 
ing a while on the Deck, it felt the want of its natural E- 
lement.and then voluntarily it extended it felf into, the fiat 
round form, in which it. appear’d when prefented to your 
view. 

What motion thefe filhes had in the water, could not be 
known to him.for the water was deep,& they could not be 
feen in any other form than fo gather’d up together to hold 
fa ft the bait. 1 he only ufe that could be dilcern’d of all 
that curious compofure wherewith Nature had adorned it, 
teems to be, to make it as apurfenet to catch fome other 
filh or any other thing fit for its food, and as a basket of 
ftore to keep fome of it for future fupply, or as a recepta¬ 
cle to prelerve and defend the young ones of the fame 
kind from filh of prey ; if not to feed on them alio 
(which appears probable the one or the other ;) for that 
fometimes there were found pieces of Mackerel within 
that concave: And he told me, that once he caught one, 
which had within the hollow of its embraccments a very 
fmall filh of the lame kind, together with fome piece or 
pieces of an other filh, which was judged to be of a Mac¬ 
kerel, And that fmall one ('tis like) was kept either for 
its prefervation or for food tQ the greater j but being a- 
live, it feems raoft likely it was there lodged forlafety, 
except it were accidentally drawn within the net, toge¬ 
ther 
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ther with that piece of fi(h, upon which it might be then 
feeding. 

He told me further, that every one of thofe fmalleft 
parts* had motion when it was a- 
live, and a tenacious ftrength; but £$%,***“ o£ tbil 
after it was dead and extended to a 
fiat round , it-W2S fo bride that it could not be handled 
without breaking fomc parts of it s but by careful laying 
of it to dry, it was thereby fomewhat hardened. 

He added, that he had taken one of this kind offiih the 
latter end of this Summer,but had left it with a friend at a- 
nother port where he had been*. Mean time he promifed to 
procure it for me when he Ihould fail thither again, if it 
were not then broken or defaced. I hope I lhall en¬ 
gage him for the future to take better notice of what 
may be remarkable about it* Upon occalion I have 
inquired of divers other Fifhermen and Mariners, but can 
meet with none other that ever have taken any of thefe 
fifties* This Filherman could not tell me of any name it 
hath,and *ti$ in all likelihood yet namelefs,being not com¬ 
monly known as other Filh are. But, until a fitter Englijb 
name be found for it, why may it not be called (in regard 
of what hath been before mentioned of it ) a Basket- fijb i 
or a Net Fijh , or a Purf>net-Fi(h ? 

I fend you withal a litle Box,with a Curiofity in it,which 
perhaps will be counted a triflle , yet ’tis rarely to be met 
with even here. It is the curioufly contrived Neff of a 
Humming-Bird * fo called from the „ ., ... , 
humming node it maketh whil It it Defcdption in the Hiftoiy 
flies* ‘Tis an exceeding litle Bird, ofthe AntHesi.t.c.is.art.jj. 
and only feen in Summer,and moft- 11 hath th ® name (i£ 

ly in Gardens.flying from flower to 
flower, fucking Hony out of the flowers as a Bee doth; 
as it flieth not lighting on the flow- * Theh t wer , fo 
er 5 but hovering over it, fucking fmall, thatbeing weighed. 

with its long Bill a fweet fubftance. by . tl ’; e f * th * ? ne 

5 u r x, n. r weighed but about 5 grams. 

There are m the lame Nelt two of theother ^;And thewhole 

that Birds Eggs*? Whether they Neil weighed no more then 

ufe to have more at once, I know 14 5rd!n, ‘ 

not* I never faw but one of thofe Nefts before 3 and that 

Lll was 



( 223 4 ) 

was fent over formerly, with fome other Rarities, but the 

Vefiel mifcarrying you received them not. 

jin Exirafl out of the 3d and 7 th Venetian Giornale de Let¬ 
tered, concerning the Formation e/Taetus’s. 

T He Author of thefe Journals, propofeth in the third 
of them this Inquiry, vi%. 

Wherein confiftsthe caufa formatrix of the F<etus $ whe* 
ther in the native He at,as the Ancients taught; or in Moth 
on,as the Moderns are inclined to believe: And if the latter, 
whence that motion proceeds, and here it is diverfified 
for the confervation of various (pecies's } 

The Journalift having been informed, that Signor Cie- 
ronymoBarbato , pubiick Profeffour of Practical Phyfick at 
Padua^ and Phyfitian in Venice, had written a Book upon 
thatfubjed, and illuftrated it with new Anatomical Dia* 
grams, all ready for the Prefs 5 did, it feems, obtain the 
perufal of the Original Manufcript, and permiffion withal, 
to make an Extrad thereof, which in this Journal he pre- 
fents the Curious with, to ftay their delire whil’ft the whole 
Diflertation is printing. This Breviate we thought fit to 
EngUjh hereout of the. Italian, as followeth 5 

The Author, Signor Citrons Barbate , firft delivers the 
chief Sentiments of the^Ancients and Moderns concerning 
the Formative Soul • Ihewing that from variety of thole O- 
pinions there relults nothing but darknefs. He alfo men¬ 
tions fome others touching the ufeofthe tefiicler ,whom he 
modeftly refuteth, animadverting upon fome Errors both 
of old and new Anatomifts. Then he difcourfeth of fome 
principal parts conftituting the fame, which he thinks have 
not been rightly obferved hitherto: And beginning with 
the vafa pampiniformia , he affirms, that they are made up 
of a great many Arteries, and of one only Vein, and that 
this vein, being confiderably big, is circularly fcituate,' 
that fo it may the more conveniently unite it felf, by a cu* 
rioufly contrived anajlomofis, to thole many Arteries* 
Then he defcribeth the Vfe of thefe Pampiniform veil'ds, 
informingus, That the faid Arteries are not dirtUly infer- 



